
CASE STUDY: FIRE SAFETY ENGINEERING 
NEUEHOUSE, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON

OVERVIEW
Trenton Fire Ltd have been appointed by NeueHouse to provide 
fire safety consultancy through RIBA Stages 3 & 4 to support the 
design of the NeueHouse London fit-out in the Adelphi Building. 
Situated by the Thames, the Adelphi was first developed in 1748 
and then reinvented as an Art Deco masterpiece in the 1930s. 
Home to Thomas Hardy and George Bernard Shaw, and where a 
young Charles Dickens established residence for his protagonist 
David Copperfield, the Adelphi has a rich literary history – the 
prefect spot for a members only community of entrepreneurs 
and creative teams.
The project consists of 65,000 square feet over 3 levels of the 
existing 14-storey Adelphi Building. This Grade II heritage-listed 
building which has just undergone an extensive refurbishment 
and fit-out, contains primarily offices with retail and restaurants.

CHALLENGES
Key changes from the base-build include additional vertical 
circulation routes between the NeueHouse levels, separate 
dedicated and secure access routes to the NeueHouse 
demise and the removal of non-fire-rated glazing from the 
NeueHouse levels of the two existing atria linking L01 to L05. In 
addition, NeueHouse introduces a different type of office use, 
incorporating high numbers of infrequent users and guests as 
well as non-office-type accommodation such as a restaurant, bar 
and assembly areas. 

APPOINTMENT:  
Fire safety engineering through RIBA 
Stages 3 & 4 

CLIENT:  
NeueHouse (US)

DESIGN TEAM MEMBERS:  
Rockwell Group (US) (lead architects), 
March & White (UK) (local architects), 
GDM Partnership (building services 
engineers)

PROJECT VALUE:  
Approximately £16 million

SOLUTIONS
Accommodating occupancy levels far in excess of those 
limited by the base-build fire safety strategy for the proposed 
NeueHouse levels, which demanded:
• Adaptation of features within the building such as 

converting service stairs into escape stairs
• A tailored means of escape strategy to optimise the capacity 

of the means of escape provisions without compromising 
the escape capacity for other tenancies in the building

• Detailed evacuation calculations considering, amongst 
other things, the merging flow of upward egress from 
NeueHouse’s levels with descending egress from other 
tenancies above

Supporting the aspiration to introduce numerous floor voids 
between the NeueHouse levels in order to provide circulation 
stairs and an informal lecture seating area known as the 
‘Spanish Steps’.
Accommodating the proposed diverse range of occupancy 
types, many of which would not be typical of offices and for 
which the base-build strategy had not been developed, such as 
restaurants, various bars and assembly areas.
Revealing the existing structure where possible, whilst 
supporting measures to ‘make good’ defective fire protection 
identified during the strip-out works (e.g. concrete encasing of 
steel beams).
Considering the high-profile nature of the individuals, companies 
and events intended to be hosted in the premises, ensuring that 
the fire safety provisions, both for the NeueHouse floors and 
the wider building, complimented the security demands.


