
CASE STUDY: FIRE ENGINEERING
OFFICE SPACE, LONDON

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
This existing office building in Islington, London, is owned and 
operated by an international banking group. Trenton Fire are 
the appointed fire engineering consultant for the refurbishment 
and fit-out works for six of the ten storeys in the building. 
The refurbishment and fit-out works are aimed at small to 
medium sized IT and web-based start-ups. The office space 
will offer the traditional private and secure office work space 
but also many co-working and collaboration spaces. The office 
based levels above-ground are then encouraged to make use 
of a networking and collaboration hub in the basement. That 
space will comprise open-use spaces such as a games room in 
the old bank vault, a presentation space with bleacher seating, 
quiet meeting rooms and many interesting co-working spaces.

The new office floor layouts combine traditional office-use pods 
with many interesting and open meeting spaces throughout. 
This is then complimented by the large co-working and 
recreation spaces in the basement and basement mezzanine. 
The basement space will vary is use from office-based workers 
who seek a break from their own space to invited members of 
the public attending a function or live talk in the presentation 
space.

AIMS
The client’s aspirations for the new fit-outs were to maximise 
the use of the available space, while also giving the architectural 
team the freedom to create spaces that people want to work in. 

CHALLENGES
To meet the client’s aim of maximising the usable floor space, 
this led to an increased number of people in some areas of 
the building. As an existing building, the challenges presented Rocket Space Cafe & Bar
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when increasing the number of occupants were related to the 
availability of protected escape stairs and the layout of the 
office floors to lead occupants to an exit and provide them with 
alternatives where possible. 

SOLUTION
Trenton Fire undertook a detailed assessment of the means 
of escape strategy for multiple scenarios of fire locations to 
determine a worst case scenario for occupant loading in the 
stairs. Through this assessment, we were able to demonstrate 
that the numbers of people on the newly refurbished floors 
could enter a protected environment such as a protected 
escape stair or final exit, in a timely manner and make their way 
to ultimate safety. Further, we were able to demonstrate that, 
on some levels, the occupancy numbers could be increased 
beyond what was previously allowed, therefore maximising the 
efficiency of the building for the end client and their tenants. 


