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Building a Safer Future – Dame Judith Hackitts Building Regulations Enquiry Report 

 

Trenton Fire have read with interest the newly released report, Building a Safer Future – Independent 
Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety, by Dame Judith Hackitt, and we welcome this much 
needed spot light on an area of significant concern. 

The analysis of our current Building Regulations framework is very useful and the mapping work is a 
particularly powerful way of illustrating its complexity. There can be no arguing with the findings: 

o Improved regulatory oversight 
o Co-ordinated approach 
o Outcomes based focus 
o Better accountability 
o Removing conflicts of interest 
o Clear and holistic regulation 
o Proactive maintenance 
o Engaging with residents 
o Improved competency 
o Clearer guidance structure 
o Improved testing and standards 
o Better life cycle information management 

This is very much a document outlining a framework but if the industry can step up, show leadership 
and provide the relevant details this could be a very good opportunity to hugely improve the current 
situation. The fear is that following this report there will not be the leadership in the industry or 
political will to see these changes applied in a meaningful and binding way. 

Cultural changes are one of the most difficult to apply and can take a long time to embed. In the 
meantime other pressures, as demonstrated in the past, can cause the slow erosion of importance 
attached to fire safety. 

Trenton Fire contributed significantly both in the form of written responses to queries and at the round 
table discussions where we were invited to attend. We will continue to support this alongside our 
active participation with the likes of BSi, IFE, SFPE, IHEEEM, Fire Sector Federation and many others, to 
help improve the industry in which we are all involved. 
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